
JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
Interdisciplinary Reflection of Contemporary Society

The Digital Age: Changing Roles of Lecturers at a
University of Technology in South Africa

R.J. Odora1 and S.N. Matoti2

Department of Mathematics, Science and Technology Education, School of Education,
Faculty of Humanities, University of Limpopo, Turfloop Campus

Private Bag X1106 Sovenga 0727Polokwane, South Africa
E-mail:  < <Ronald.Odora@ul.ac.za>1,

Department of Educational and Professional Studies, , Faculty of Humanities, Central
University of Technology, Free State, South Africa

Private Bag X20539, Bloemfontein, 9300, South Africa
E-mail:  < <smatoti@cut.ac.za>2

KEYWORDS  Digital Age. Roles. Educators. Universities of Technology

ABSTRACT The purpose of this exploratory mixed methods study was to investigate the level of digital technologies
acceptance at a University of Technology in South Africa and how lecturers perceive as their new roles in the
digital age. A total of 86 lecturers from four programmes in the School of Teacher Education participated in the
study. The data for the study was collected using questionnaires and an interview schedule. The study found that the
majority of academics surveyed used mobile telephones and computer-based technology more frequently compared
to other digital technologies. These findings indicate the high level of technology acceptance among lecturers in
the School of Teacher Education. The second part of the study found that the perceived changing roles were
influenced by the frequent use of computer-based technologies within and outside the classroom. The study
highlight two implications that need to be addressed, namely, technology acceptance and management of roles
associated with digital technology use.
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